
F E D E RAL C O MMUNIC ATI O N S C O MMISSIO N 

WAS HING T O N 

OFFICE OF 
THE CHA IRMAN 

The Honorable Alcee L. Hastings 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2353 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Hastings: 

March 10, 2016 

Thank you for your letter urging the Commission to ensure the full disclosure of sponsors 
of political advertisements. Your views are very important, and I appreciate your sharing them 
with me. 

As your letter indicates, the cunent definition of "editorial control" is the sponsoring 
organization. The Commission has yet to conduct a proceeding to review the definition. I 
w1derstand you believe we should conduct such a proceeding, and I respect your suggestion. 

Since becoming Chairman of the Commission, I have focused on expanding the public's 
access to information about political advertising. For example, by broadening the universe of 
entities required to disclose the sponsoring organization of pol itical advertising in the 
Commission's online public inspection file database. As of JuJy 2014, television broadcasters 
are required to identify an adve1tisement's sponsor. Further, on January 28, 2016, the 
Commission adopted rules to expand the online file requirements to include cable operators, 
satellite TV providers, broadcast radio licensees, and satellite radio licensees. 

These new rules expand the rep01ting under the CUlTent "editorial control" definition and 
will shine more sunlight on political and issue advertising. I appreciate fully that you believe the 
Commission should go farther. 

Thank you for sharing yom views with us. The fact that 170 members of congress is a 
significant statement, the significance of which is not lost. 

Tki-L 
Tom Wheeler 



F EDERAL COMMU N ICATIONS C O MMI SSIO N 

W ASHING T O N 

O F'F'IC E OF' 
T H E C HAI RMAN 

The Honorable Denny Heck 
U.S. House of Representatives 
425 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Heck: 

March 10, 2016 

Thank you for your letter urging the Commission to ensure the full disclosw-e of sponsors 
of political advertisements. Your views are very important, and I appreciate your sharing them 
with me. 

As your letter indicates, the cw-rent definition of "editorial control'' is the sponsoring 
organization. The Commission has yet to conduct a proceeding to review the definition. I 
understand you believe we should conduct such a proceeding, and I respect yow- suggestion. 

Since becoming Chairman of the Commission, I have focused on expanding the public's 
access to information about political advertising. For example, by broadening the universe of 
entities required to disclose the sponsoring organization of political advertising in the 
Commission's online public inspection file database. As of July 2014, television broadcasters 
are required to identify an adve11isement's sponsor. Fmther, on January 28, 2016, the 
Commission adopted rules to expand the online file requirements to include cable operators, 
satellite TV providers, broadcast radio licensees, and satellite radio licensees. 

These new rules expand the reporting under the cw-rent "editorial conn·ol" definition and 
will shine more sunlight on political and issue advertising. I appreciate fully that you believe the 
Commission should go farther. 

Thank you for sharing your views with us. The fact that 170 members of congress is a 
significant statement, the significance of which is not lost. 

~;:J~L 
Tom Wheeler 



F EDER AL COMM UN ICATIONS C O MMISSION 

W ASHINGTON 

OFFICE OF 
THE CHAIRMAN 

The Honorable Brian Higgins 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2459 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Higgins: 

March 10, 2016 

Thank you for your letter urging the Commission to ensure the full disclosure of sponsors 
of political advertisements. Your views are very important, and 1 appreciate your sharing them 
with me. 

As your letter indicates, the current definition of "editorial control" is the sponsoring 
organization. The Commission has yet to conduct a proceeding to review the definition. I 
understand you believe we should conduct such a proceeding, and I respect your suggestion. 

Since becoming Chairman of the Commission, I have focused on expanding the public' s 
access to inf01mation about political advertising. For example, by broadening the universe of 
entities required to disclose the sponsoring organization of political advertising in the 
Commission's on line public inspection file database. As of July 2014, television broadcasters 
are required to identify an advertisement' s sponsor. Further, on January 28, 2016, the 
Commission adopted rules to expand the online file requirements to include cable operators, 
satellite TV providers, broadcast radio licensees, and satellite radio licensees. 

These new rules expand the reporting under the current "editorial control" definition and 
will shine more sunlight on political and issue advertising. I appreciate fully that you believe the 
Commission should go farther. 

Thank you for sharing yow- views with us. The fact that 170 members of congress is a 
significant statement, the significance of which is not lost. 

-i:!kifc_L 
Tom Wheeler 



FEDERAL C O MMU N ICATIO N S C O MMISSIO N 

W ASHINGTO N 

O FFICE OF 

T l-f E C H AIR MA N 

The Honorable Jim Himes 
U.S. House of Representatives 
l 227 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Himes: 

March 10, 2016 

Thank you for yow· letter urging the Commission to ensure the full disclosure of sponsors 
of political advertisements. Yom views are very important, and I appreciate your sharing them 
with me. 

As your letter indicates, the current definition of "editorial control" is the sponsoring 
organization. The Commission has yet to conduct a proceeding to review the definition. I 
understand you believe we should conduct such a proceeding, and I respect your suggestion. 

Since becoming Chairn1an of the Commission, I have focused on expanding the public' s 
access to information about political advertis ing. For example, by broadening the universe of 
entities required to disclose the sponsoring orgaruzation of political advertising in the 
Commission' s online public inspection file database. As of July 2014, television broadcasters 
are required to identify an adve1iisement ' s sponsor. Further, on January 28, 2016, the 
Commission adopted mies to expand the online file requirements to include cable operators, 
satellite TV providers, broadcast radio licensees, and satellite radio licensees. 

These new rules expand the reporting under the current "editorial control" definition and 
will shine more sunlight on political and issue advertising. I appreciate fully that you believe the 
Commission should go farther. 

Thank you for sharing your views with us. The fact that 170 members of congress is a 
significant statement, the significance of which is not lost. 

Sincerely/ ~ ~ 

]ft: /1)1~/r--
Tom Wheeler 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 

WAS HI NGTON 

O F'F'ICE OF' 
THE CHA IR M A N 

The Honorable Ruben Hinojosa 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2262 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Hinojosa: 

March 10, 2016 

Thank you for your letter urging the Commission to ensure the full disclosw·e of sponsors 
of political advertisements. Your views are very important, and J appreciate your sharing them 
with me. 

As your letter indicates, the cunent definition of "editorial control" is the sponsoring 
organization. The Commission has yet to conduct a proceedjng to review the definition. I 
understand you believe we should conduct such a proceeding, and 1 respect your suggestion. 

Since becoming Chairman of the Commission, I have focused on expanding the public's 
access to information about political advertising. For example, by broadening the universe of 
entities required to disclose the sponsoring organization of political adve1tising in the 
Commission' s online public inspection file database. As of July 2014, television broadcasters 
are required to identify an advertisement' s sponsor. FUither, on January 28, 2016, the 
Commission adopted rules to expand the online file requirements to include cable operators, 
satellite TV providers, broadcast radio licensees, and satellite radio licensees. 

These new rules expand the reporting under the cunent "editorial control" definition and 
will shine more sunlight on political and issue adve1tising. I appreciate fully that you believe the 
Commission should go farther. 

Thank you for sharing your views with us. The fact that l 70 members of congress is a 
significant statement, the significance of which is not lost. 

Tk1-L 
Tom Wheeler 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIO N S COMM ISSIO N 

W ASH INGTON 

OFFICE OF 

THE CHA IR MAN 

The Honorable Michael M. Honda 
U.S. House of Representatives 
1 71 3 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Honda: 

March 10, 2016 

Thank you for your letter urging the Conmussion to ensure the full disclosure of sponsors 
of political advertisements. Y om views are very important, and I appreciate your sharing them 
with me. 

As your letter indicates, the current definition of "editorial control" is the sponsoring 
organization. The Commission has yet to conduct a proceeding to review the definition. I 
understand you believe we should conduct such a proceeding, and I respect yow· suggestion. 

Since becoming Chairman of the Commission, I have focused on expanding the public's 
access to information about political advertising. For example, by broadening the uni.verse of 
entities required to disclose the sponsoring organization of political advertising in the 
Commission's online public inspection file database. As of July 2014, television broadcasters 
are required to identify an advertisement's sponsor. Further, on January 28, 2016, the 
Commission adopted rules to expand the online file requirements to include cable operators, 
satellite TV providers, broadcast radio Licensees, and satellite radio licensees. 

These new rules expand the reporting under the current "editorial control" definition and 
will shine more sunlight on political and issue adve1tising. I appreciate fully that you believe the 
Commission should go farther. 

Thank you for sharing your views with us. The fact that 170 members of congress is a 
significant statement, the significance of which is not lost. 

-i?M~L 
Tom Wheeler 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS C O MM I SSION 

W A S H INGT ON 

OFFICE OF' 
THE CHAIAMAN 

The Honorable David Scott 
U.S. House of Representatives 
225 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, D .C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Scott: 

March 10, 2016 

Thank you for your letter urging the Commission to ensw-e the full disclosure of sponsors 
of political advertisements. Your views are very important, and I appreciate your sharing them 
with me. 

As your letter indicates, the current definition of "editorial control" is the sponsoring 
organization. The Commission has yet to conduct a proceeding to review the definition. I 
understand you believe we should conduct such a proceeding, and I respect your suggestion. 

Since becoming Cha irman of the Commission, I have focused on expanding the public's 
access to information about political advertising. For example, by broadening the universe of 
entities required to disclose the sponsoring organization of political advertising in the 
Commission's online public inspection file database. As of July 2014, television broadcasters 
are required to identify an advertisement's sponsor. Further, on January 28, 2016, the 
Commission adopted rules to expand the online file requirements to include cable operators, 
satellite TV providers, broadcast radio licensees, and satellite radio licensees. 

These new rules expand the repo1ting under the cun-ent "editorial control" definition and 
will shine more sunlight on political and issue advertising. I appreciate fully that you believe the 
Commission should go fa1ther. 

Thank you for sharing your views with us. The fact that 170 members of congress is a 
significant statement, the significance of which is not lost. 

Sincerely, I / j 
J;t:ft!l~I~ 

Tom Wheeler 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMI SSION 

W ASHINGTON 

OFFICE OF 

THE CHAIRMAN 

The Honorable Kurt Schrader 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2431 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Schrader: 

March 10, 2016 

Thank you for your letter urging the Commission to ensure the full disclosure of sponsors 
of political advertisements. Your views are very important, and I appreciate your sharing them 
with me. 

As your letter indicates, the current definition of "editorial control" is the sponsoring 
organization. The Commission has yet to conduct a proceeding to review the definition. I 
understand you believe we should conduct such a proceeding, and I respect your suggestion. 

Since becoming Chairman of the Commission, I have focused on expanding the public's 
access to info1mation about political adve1tising. For example, by broadening the universe of 
entities required to disclose the sponsoring organization of political advertising in the 
Commission's online public inspection file database. As of July 2014, television broadcasters 
are required to identify an adve11isement' s sponsor. Further, on January 28, 2016, the 
Commission adopted rules to expand the online file requirements to include cable operators, 
satellite TV providers, broadcast radio licensees, and satellite radio licensees. 

These new rules expand the reporting under the cunent "editorial control" definition and 
will shine more sunlight on political and issue advertising. I appreciate fully that you believe the 
Commission should go farther. 

Thank you for sharing your views with us. The fact that 170 members of congress is a 
significant statement, the significance of which is not lost. 

Tui~L 
Tom Wheeler 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 

W ASH INGTON 

OFFICE or 
THE CHAI RMAN 

The Honorable Adam B. Schiff 
0 .S. House of Representatives 
2411 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Schiff: 

March 10, 2016 

Thank you for your letter urging the Commission to ensure the full disclosure of sponsors 
of political advertisements. Your views are very important, and I appreciate your sharing them 
with me. 

As your Jetter indicates, the current definition of "editorial control" is the sponsoring 
organization. The Commission has yet to conduct a proceeding to review the definition. I 
understand you believe we should conduct such a proceeding, and I respect your suggestion. 

Since becoming Chairman of the Commission, I have focused on expanding the public' s 
access to information about political adve1tising. For example, by broadening the universe of 
entities required to disclose the sponsoring organization of political advertising in the 
Commission's online public inspection file database. As of July 2014, television broadcasters 
are required to identify an advertisement's sponsor. Further, on Januai:y 28, 2016, the 
Commission adopted rules to expand the online file requirements to include cable operators, 
satellite TV providers, broadcast radio licensees, and satellite radio licensees. 

These new rules expand the reporting under the current "editorial control" definition and 
will shine more sunlight on political and issue advertising. I appreciate fully that you believe the 
Commission should go farther. 

Thank you for sharing your views with us. The fact that 170 members of congress is a 
significant statement, the significan.ce of which is not lost. 

T~L 
Torn Wheeler 



FEDER AL COMMUNICATION S C O MMI SS I O N 

WAS H I N GT O N 

OPFICE OF 

THE CHAIRMAN 

The Honorable Jan Schak.owsky 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2367 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Schak.owsky: 

March 10, 2016 

Thank you for yow· letter urging the Commission to ensure the full disclosure of sponsors 
of political advertisements. Your views are very important, and I appreciate your sharing them 
w ith me. 

As your Jetter indicates, the current definition of "editorial control" is the sponsoring 
organization. The Commission has yet to conduct a proceeding to review the definition. I 
understand you believe we should conduct such a proceeding, and I respect your suggestion. 

Since becoming Chairman of the Commission, I have focused on expanding the public's 
access to information about political advertising. For example, by broadening the universe of 
entities required to disclose the sponsoring organization of political advertising in the 
Commission's online public inspection file database. As of July 2014, television broadcasters 
are required to identify an advertisement's sponsor. Further, on January 28, 2016, the 
Commission adopted rules to expand the online file requirements to include cable operators, 
satellite TV providers, broadcast radio licensees, and satellite radio licensees. 

These new rules expand the reporting under the current "editorial control" definition and 
will shine more sunlight on political and issue adve1tising. I appreciate fully that you believe the 
Commission should go fruther. 

Thank you for sharing your views with us. The fact that 170 members of congress is a 
significant statement, the significance of which is not lost. 

sm~dL 
Tom Wheeler 



FEDERAL C OMM UNICATIONS COMMISSION 

W ASHINGTON 

OFFICE OF 
THE CHAI RMAN 

The Honorable John Sarbanes 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2444 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Sarbanes: 

March 10, 2016 

Thank you for your letter urging the Commission to ensure the full disclosure of sponsors 
of political advertisements. Yow· views are very important, and I appreciate your sharing them 
with me. 

As your letter indicates, the cunent definition of "editorial control" is the sponsoring 
organization. The Commission has yet to conduct a proceeding to review the definition. 1 
understand you believe we should conduct such a proceeding, and I respect your suggestion. 

Since becoming Chairman of the Commission, I have focused on expanding the public's 
access to information about political advertising. For example, by broadening the universe of 
entities required to disclose the sponsoring organization of political advertising in the 
Conunission's online public inspection file database. As of July 2014, television broadcasters 
are required to identify an advertisement's sponsor. Further, on January 28, 2016, the 
Commission adopted rules to expand the online file requirements to include cable operators, 
satellite TV providers, broadcast radio licensees, and satellite radio licensees. 

These new rules expand the reporting under the current "editorial control" definition and 
will shine more sunlight on political and issue advertising. I appreciate fully that you believe the 
Commission should go farther. 

Thank you for sharing your views with us. The fact that 1 70 members of congress is a 
significant statement, the significance of which is not lost. 

Si~uiL 
Tom Wheeler 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS C OMM ISS ION 

WAS HIN GTON 

OFFICE OF 
THE CHAIRMAN 

The Honorable Linda T. Sanchez 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2329 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congresswoman Sanchez: 

March 10, 2016 

Thank you for yow- letter urging the Commission to ensure the full disclosure of sponsors 
of political advertisements. Your views are very impo11ant, and I appreciate your sharing them 
with me. 

As your letter indicates, the current definition of "editorial control" is the sponsoring 
organization. The Commission has yet to conduct a proceeding to review the definition. I 
understand you believe we should conduct such a proceeding, and I respect yom suggestion. 

Since becoming Chairman of the Commission, I have focused on expanding the publies 
access to information about political advertising. For example, by broadening the universe of 
entities required to disclose the sponsoring organization of political advertising in the 
Commission 's online public inspection file database. As of July 2014, television broadcasters 
are required to identify an advertisement's sponsor. Further, on January 28, 2016, the 
Commission adopted rules to expand the online file requirements to include cable operators, 
satellite TV providers, broadcast radio licensees, and satellite radio licensees. 

These new rules expand the reporting under the current ''editorial control" definition and 
will shine more sunlight on political and issue advertising. I appreciate fully that you believe the 
Commission should go farther. 

Thank you for sharing your views with us. The fact that 170 members of congress is a 
significant statement, the s ignificance of which is not lost. 

ST~L 
Tom Wheeler 



FEDERAL COMMUNICAT IONS COMM I SSION 

WASHINGTON 

OFFICE OF" 
THE CHAIRMAN 

The Honorable Loretta Sanchez 
U.S. House of Representatives 
1211 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congresswoman Sanchez: 

March 10, 2016 

Thank you for your letter urging the Commission to ensure the full disclosure of sponsors 
of political adve11isements. Your views are very impo11ant, and I appreciate your sharing them 
with me. 

As your letter indicates, the cmrent definition of " editorial control" is the sponsoring 
organization. The Commission has yet to conduct a proceeding to review the definition. I 
understand you believe we should conduct such a proceeding, and I respect your suggestion. 

Since becoming Chairman of the Commission, I have focused on expanding the public ' s 
access to information about political advertising. For example, by broadening the universe of 
entities required to disclose the sponsoring organization of political advertising in the 
Commission 's online public inspection file database. As of July 2014, television broadcasters 
are required to identify an advertisement's sponsor. Further, on January 28, 2016, the 
Commission adopted ruJes to expand the online file requirements to include cable operators, 
satellite TV providers, broadcast radio licensees, and satellite radio licensees. 

These new rules expand the reporting under the current "editorial control" definition and 
will shine more sunlight on political and issue advertising. I appreciate fully that you believe the 
Commission should go farther. 

Thank you for sharing yoUl' views with us. The fact that 170 members of congress is a 
significant statement, the significance of which is not lost. 

STk£-L 
Tom Wheeler 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISS ION 

W ASHINGTON 

OFFiCE OF 
THE CHAl~MAN 

The Honorable Tim Ryan 
U.S. House of Representatives 
1421 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Ryan: 

March 10, 2016 

Thank you for your letter urging the Commission to ensure the fu ll disclosure of sponsors 
of political advertisements. Your views are very important, and I appreciate your sharing them 
with me. 

As your letter indicates, the current definition of "editorial control" is the sponsoring 
organization. The Commission has yet to conduct a proceeding to review the definition. I 
understand you believe we should conduct such a proceeding, and I respect your suggestion. 

Since becoming Chairman of the Commission, I have focused on expanding the public's 
access to information about political advertising. For example, by broadening the universe of 
entities required to disclose the sponsoring organization of political advertising in the 
Commission's online public inspection fi le database. As of July 2014, television broadcasters 
are required to identify an advertisement's sponsor. Further, on January 28, 2016, the 
Commission adopted rules to expand the online file requirements to include cable operators, 
satellite TV providers, broadcast radio licensees, and satellite radio licensees. 

These new rules expand the reporting under the current "editorial control" definition and 
will shine more sunlight on political and issue advertising. I appreciate fully that you believe the 
Commission should go farther. 

Thank you for sharing your views with us. The fact that 170 members of congress is a 
significant statement, the significance of which is not lost. 

Sincerely, ~L 

--
Tom Wheeler 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS C OMMISSION 

WASH IN GTON 

OFFICE OF 

T HE CHAIRMAN March 10, 2016 

The Honorable C.A. Dutch Ruppersberger 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2416 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Ruppersberger: 

Thank you for your letter urging the Commission to ensure the full disclosure of sponsors 
of political advertisements. Your views are very important, and I appreciate your sharing them 
with me. 

As yow· Jetter indicates, the current definition of "editorial control" is the sponsoring 
organization. The Commission has yet to conduct a proceeding to review the definition. I 
understand you believe we should conduct such a proceeding, and I respect your suggestion. 

Since becoming Chai1man of the Commission, I have focused on expanding the public's 
access to info1mation about political adve1tising. For example, by broadening the universe of 
entities required to disclose the sponsoring organization of political advertising in the 
Commission's online public inspection file database. As of July 2014, television broadcasters 
are required to identify an advertisement's sponsor. Further, on January 28, 2016, the 
Commission adopted rules to expand the online file requirements to include cable operators, 
satellite TV providers, broadcast radio licensees, and satellite radio licensees. 

These new rules expand the reporting under the current "editorial control" definition and 
will shine more sunlight on political and issue advertising. I appreciate fully that you believe the 
Commission should go faither. 

Thank you for sharing your views with us. The fact that 170 members of congress is a 
significant statement, the significance of which is not lost. 

~kkl 
Tom Wheeler 



FEDERAL C OM MU N ICAT IO N S COMM I SS ION 

W ASHINGT O N 

OFFICE OF 
THE CHAIR MAN 

The Honorable Raul Ruiz 
U.S. House of Representatives 
1319 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Rttiz: 

March 10, 2016 

Thank you for your letter urging the Commission to ensure the full disclosure of sponsors 
of political advertisements. Your views are very important, and I appreciate your sharing them 
with me. 

As your Jetter indicates, the current definition of "editodal control" is the sponsoring 
organization. The Commission has yet to conduct a proceeding to review the definition. I 
understand you believe we should conduct such a proceeding, and l respect your suggestion. 

Since becoming Chairman of the Commission, 1 have focused on expanding the public's 
access to information about political advertising. For example, by broadening the universe of 
entities required to disclose the sponsoring organization of political advertising in the 
Commission's online public inspection file database. As of July 2014, television broadcasters 
are required to identify an advertisement's sponsor. Further, on January 28, 2016, the 
Commission adopted rules to expand tbe online file requirements to include cable operators, 
satellite TV providers, broadcast radio licensees, and satellite radio licensees. 

These new rules expand the reporting under the cuITent "editorial control" definition and 
will shine more sunlight on political and issue adve1iising. I appreciate fully that you believe the 
Commission should go farther. 

Thank you for sharing your views with us. The fact that 170 members of congress is a 
significant statement, the significance of which is not lost. 

T Jt4_L 
Tom Wheeler 



FED ERAL C OMM U N ICATIONS C OMMISS ION 

W ASH I NGT ON 

OFFICE Or 

THE CHAIRMAN 

The Honorable Lucille Roybal-AUaJd 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2330 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congresswoman Roybal-Allard: 

March 10, 2016 

Thank you for your letter urging the Commission to ensure the full disclosure of sponsors 
of political advertisements. Your views are very important, and I appreciate your sharing them 
with me. 

As your Jetter indicates, the current definition of "editorial control" is the sponsoring 
organization. The Commission has yet to conduct a proceeding to review the definition. I 
understand you believe we should conduct such a proceeding, and I respect your suggestion. 

Since becoming Chairman of the Commission, I have focused on expanding the public' s 
access to information about political advertising. For example, by broadening the universe of 
entities required to disclose the sponsoring organization of political advertising in the 
Commission's online public inspection file database. As of July 2014, television broadcasters 
are required to identify an adve1iisement' s sponsor. Further, on January 28, 2016, the 
Commission adopted rules to expand the online file requirements to include cable operators, 
satellite TV providers, broadcast radio licensees, and satellite radio licensees. 

These new ruJes expand the reporting under the cwTent "editorial control" definition and 
will shine more sunlight on political and issue adve1tising. I appreciate fully that you believe the 
Commission should go farther. 

Thank you for sharing your views with us. The fact that 170 members of congress is a 
significant statement, the significance of which is not lost. 

Sin~uil 
Tom Wheeler 



F E D ERAL COMMUNICATION S C O MMI SS IO N 

W A SHINGTON 

OFFICE OF 

THE CHAI RMAN 

The Honorable David E. Price 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2108 Ray bum House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Price: 

March 10, 2016 

Thank you for your letter urging the Commission to ensure the full disclosure of sponsors 
of political advertisements. Your views are very important, and T appreciate your sharing them 
with me. 

As your letter indicates, the ctuTent definition of "editorial control" is the sponsoring 
organization. The Commission has yet to conduct a proceeding to review the definition. I 
understand you believe we should conduct such a proceeding, and I respect your suggestion. 

Since becoming Chairman of the Commission, J have focused on expanding the public's 
access to information about political advertising. For example, by broadening the universe of 
entities requfred to disclose the sponsoring organization of political advertising in the 
Commission's online public inspection file database. As of July 2014, television broadcasters 
are required to identify an advertisement' s sponsor. Further, on January 28, 2016, the 
Commission adopted rules to expand the online file requirements to include cable operators, 
satel lite TV providers, broadcast radio licensees, and satelJite radio licensees. 

These new rules expand the reporting under the cu1Tent "editorial control" definition and 
will shine more sunlight on political and issue advertising. I appreciate fully that you believe the 
Commission should go farther. 

Thank you for sharing your v.iews with us. The fact that 170 members of congress is a 
significant statement, the significance of which is not lost. 

s7l:uiL 
Tom Wheeler 



FEDERAL C O MMUNICATIO N S COMM I SSION 

W ASH IN GTON 

OFFICE OF 
THE CHAIRMAN 

The Honorable Jared Polis 
U.S. House of Representatives 
1433 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Polis: 

March 10, 2016 

Thank you for your letter urging the Commission to ensure the full disclosLU·e of sponsors 
of political advertisements. Your views are very important, and I appreciate your sharing them 
with me. 

As your letter indicates, the current definjtion of "editorial control" is the sponsoring 
organization. The Commission has yet to conduct a proceeding to review the definition. I 
understand you believe we shouJd conduct such a proceeding, and I respect your suggestion. 

Since becoming Chairman of the Commission, I have focused on expanding the public ' s 
access to information about political advertising. For example, by broadening the universe of 
entities required to disclose the sponsoring organization of political advertising in the 
Commission' s online public inspection file database. As of July 2014, television broadcasters 
are required to identify an advertisement's sponsor. Further, on January 28, 2016, the 
Commission adopted rules to expand the online fi le requirements to include cable operators, 
satellite TV providers, broadcast radio licensees, and satellite radio licensees. 

These new rules expand the reporting under the current "editorial control" definition and 
will shine more sunlight on political and issue advertising. I appreciate folly that you believe the 
Commission should go farther. 

Thank you for sharing your views with us. The fact that 170 members of congress is a 
significant statement, the significance of which is not lost. 

~~L 
Tom Wheeler 



FEDERAL. C OMM U NICATIONS C O MM I SSI ON 

W AS H INGTON 

OFFICE OF 
T HE CHl\IRMAN 

The Honorable Mark Pocan 
U.S. House of Representatives 
313 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Paean: 

March 10, 2016 

Thank you for your letter urging the Commission to ensure the full disclosure of sponsors 
of political adve1iisements. Your views are very important, and I appreciate your sharing them 
with me. 

As your letter indicates, the cun-ent definition of "editorial control" is the sponsoring 
organization. The Commission has yet to conduct a proceeding to review the definition. I 
understand you believe we should conduct such a proceeding, and I respect your suggestion. 

Since becoming Chairman of the Conunission, I have focused on expanding the public' s 
access to infom1ation about political advertising. For example, by broadening the universe of 
entities required to disclose the sponsoring organization of political advertising in the 
Commission' s online public inspection fi le database. As of July 2014, television broadcasters 
are required to identify an advertisement's sponsor. Fwiher, on January 28, 2016, the 
Commission adopted rnles to expand the online file requirements to include cable operators, 
satellite TV providers, broadcast radio licensees, and satellite radio licensees. 

These new rules expand the reporting under the current "editorial control" definition and 
will shine more sunlight on political and issue advertising. I appreciate fully that you believe the 
Commission should go farther. 

Thank you for sharing your views with us. The fact that 170 members of congress is a 
significant statement, the significance of which is not lost. 

s~kAL 
Tom Wheeler 


